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APCTO team provides work shop for Utah Department of Corrections 

DOC Director Scott Carver and more than 20 of his senior staff participated in an 
APCTO led workshop on public-private correctional partnerships for more than four 
hours on July 12th.  Association executive director Paul Doucette made a presentation 
regarding the benefits of such partnerships.  APCTO members Mark Brnovich 
representing Corrections Corporation of America, Mike Murphy and Mark Lee 
representing Management and Training Corporation, Mike Moore, representing 
Emerald Correctional Management and Jean Brock, executive committee member, 
representing Physicians Network Association, all made brief presentations regarding 
their companies and assisted in answering questions from the DCO staff. 

APCTO thanks Director Carver for the opportunity to conduct the workshop and Dave 
Worthington of the UTAH DOC for making all of the arrangements for the successful 
workshop. 

APCTO welcomes new and renewing members 

APCTO issues a big thank you to Mr. Jim Clancy of Youth Services International and Dr. 
Tammy Kastre of First Correctional Medical for renewing their membership for 2006.  
The Association would also like to welcome new individual member, Mr. Ronald Pate.  
Together, their support makes it possible for APCTO to continue its support of public-
private correctional partnerships around the country. 

Bush makes prison appointment permanent 

Florida Governor Jeb Bush made Jim McDonough's appointment as head of the prison 
system permanent. McDonough, formerly the governor's top drug-policy adviser, had 
been named interim secretary of the Department of Corrections in February. He 
succeeded Secretary Jim Crosby, who was ousted by Bush amid a state and federal 
investigation of contracting irregularities and other scandals in the prisons. 

Prison healthcare privatization continues to grow 

Mississippi recently awarded a $95 million contract to Wexford Health Sources Inc 
provide healthcare services to inmates in the state prison system. 

Beaver County PA jail privatization delayed 

Service Employees International Union, Local 668, is challenging Beaver County’s 
decision to privatize their local jail.  They are threatening to sue after County officials 



rejected an arbitration decision that would have kept the jail publicly operated but 
providing less than one third of the savings to be derived from the privatization. 

New York prisons commissioner retires 

Glenn Goord, who rose from prison drug counselor to commissioner of the nation's 
fourth largest prison system, retired after 32 years.   

Corrections Corporation of America withdraws from APCTO  

John Ferguson, president of CCA has announced that the company is withdrawing from 
APCTO.  Ferguson also resigned as president of the Association.  The organization’s 
executive committee has met to begin the process of selecting new officers.  The 
Association will remain focused on increasing the business opportunities for its members 
by communicating the advantages of public-private correctional partnerships to the 
media, legislatures and the general public during this interim period.  

Colorado inmates building steel cells in prison industries program 

Inmates working at Colorado’s Correctional Industries manufacturing division are 
building steel cells that will hold other prisoners at the state’s newest prison, Colorado 
State Penitentiary II.  

There are no steel cell manufacturers in the Western United States, so Correctional 
Industries officials say they are saving state taxpayers substantial sums by having inmates 
construct the cells. The plan calls for inmates to crank out as many as four cells a day 
over the next year to 18 months so all will be completed in time for them to be set into 
the penitentiary, construction on which is due to begin early next year. 

No new prisons to be built in Hawaii 

Hawaii Governor Linda Lingle has reversed her position and announced that her 
Administration will build no additional bed-space in the island state.  The Governor had 
previously supported incarceration of Hawaii inmates within the state, but says now that 
inmates will be consolidated in private prisons in Arizona. 

OJJDP Bulletin describes juvenile facility census 

This bulletin provides statistics on facilities and offenders by state and type of facility. It 
also provides national data on confinement, overcrowding, suicide, mental health 
screening, and deaths in custody. 

New Corrections Director selected in Idaho 



Governor Jim Risch has announced his selection for Director of the State Board of 
Correction. Vaughn Killeen will be replacing outgoing chief Tom Beauclair. Killeen, 
currently the CEO of the Idaho Red Cross, is best known for his 20 years of service as 
Ada County Sheriff from 1985 to 2005, and said he is up to the challenges presented in 
his new position. 

 GEO celebrates 10th anniversary at the New York Stock Exchange 

On July 26th, GEO Group executives participated in a ceremony to close trading at the 
NYSE to mark their 10th anniversary.  On that same date, GEO also changed its ticker 
symbol from GGI to GEO.  Congratulations George and Wayne on 10 years of service! 

Alabama DOC Commissioner details plans for the future 

In a two-part article in the Montgomery Advertiser, Alabama DOC Commissioner 
Richard Allen detailed recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force on Prison 
Overcrowding and some of his plans to deal with the population problem. 

Among the recommendations mentioned were: 

 

Sentencing reform 

 

Adding community corrections programs to divert non-violent offenders 

 

Establishing a Technical Violations Center for minor probation and parole 
violators 

 

Continuing utilization of transition centers to attempt to reduce recidivism 

The Commissioner also indicated that he plans to “temporarily” contract out about 1,100 
male and 300 female beds to private facilities next year and contract for a 400 bed 
Therapeutic Education Facility. 

The article also indicated that the department will contract with an 
engineering/architectural firm specializing in correctional facilities to inspect and 
recommend repairs to some of the state’s older facilities.  A bid for a 1,600 bed women’s 
facility will be considered near the end of this year, the article said. 

Correct Rx executive named finalist for MD Entrepreneur of the Year 

APCTO executive committee member Ellen Yankellow, president and CEO of 
Correct Rx, has been named a finalist in the competition to become Maryland’s 2006 
Entrepreneur of the Year.  The award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated 
success in building and leading a business.  Correct Rx, which is a registered women-
owned and operated business, has customers in more than 22 states.  Congratulations, 
Ellen! 

Report Examines Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment Need  



The U.S. Department of Health and Human Service's Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration has released "Substance Abuse Treatment Need among 
Adolescents: 2003-2004."  

Research suggests that numerous people with a substance abuse problem may not receive 
treatment. This NSDUH Report draws on the National Survey on Drug Use and Health

 
(NSDUH) to examine treatment, treatment need, and perceived unmet need among 
youths age 12-17. 

California prisons chief calls for contracted health care 
The California prison system, plagued by mismanagement and negligence in delivering 
health care to inmates, is ill-equipped to provide hospital services to prisoners and should 
let an independent health care provider take over, the state's corrections chief said. 
"Clearly, I've seen examples where inmates are dying due to a lack of care in the system," 
said Acting Corrections Secretary James Tilton. "The facts are there: We have people not 
getting appropriate care."  

APCTO SPEAKS – Your association monitors the print and electronic media, 
seeking opportunities to inject APCTO key messages into the public debate on 
private prisons.  Each month, this section of the newsletter will report on the articles 
identified and APCTO’s response.  

Cincinnati News Enquirer – July 3 –The Enquirer editorialized regarding overcrowding 
the Kenton County Jail.  APCTO explained the importance of dealing with overcrowding 
and suggested that a public-private correctional partnership could provide cost, quality 
and accountability advantages.

  

Pensacola News Journal – June 29 -- “There’s a booming business in building prisons 
in U.S.”, which appeared in the paper’s Money section, criticizes “Big-House businesses” 
for failing to have an incentive to reduce recidivism.  APCTO pointed out that it is the 
contracting agencies that determine the programs received by inmates; that APCTO 
members support reducing recidivism and providing education, treatment and 
rehabilitation; and cites the partnership between nearby D Ray James Prison and the 
Okeefenokee Technical Institute as an example of offering programs providing long-term 
benefit to offenders.

  

The Olympian (WA) – July 3 – The Olympian contained an article indicating that the 
cost of building a satellite jail had increased from $25M to $31.1M and that the needed 
650 bed jail and courthouse combination was now estimated to cost more than $102M.  
APCTO suggested that public officials should consider the cost, quality and 
accountability benefits of public-private correctional partnerships to see if taxpayer 
savings could be generated.

  

Times Daily (Northwest Alabama) – July 1 – This regional newspaper reported on 
discussions concerning the possible construction and operation of the states first regional 



jail.  APCTO wrote to the editor and to each member of the city council of the three cities 
involved explaining the benefits of public-private correctional partnerships.

  
Herald Tribune (FL) – July 9 – In an article discussing the ongoing scandals plaguing 
the Florida Department of Corrections, the reporter describes legislative calls for 
elimination of privatization of prisons.  APCTO suggests that would be like “throwing 
the baby out with the bath water”.  The association applauds the strict accountability that 
new DOC Secretary McDonough has brought to the system and encourages the use of 
performance based contracting.

  

The Cincinnati Post – July 10 – In response to an article concerning overcrowding in 
Ohio’s prisons, APCTO pointed out the dangers of overcrowding and encouraged both 
the use of alternatives to incarceration and the possibility of the state selling or leasing 
it’s two vacant prisons to a private provider who could open them and provide needed 
bed-space to Ohio and other jurisdictions.

  

Berkshire Eagle (PA) – July 25 – In an editorial, based on a New York Times article, 
this paper blamed the private prison companies for the tremendous growth in 
incarceration, particularly among illegal immigrants.  APCTO pointed out the 
ridiculousness of the idea and reminded the editor that we do not lobby for longer 
sentences or more detention of illegal immigrants.  What our members do provide is safe, 
secure, cost-effective and accountable bed-space to government jurisdictions in need of 
that service.

  

Courier-Journal (KY) – July 28 – In a column by David Hawpe, the Courier-Journal 
reported on severe problems in the Indiana juvenile justice system.  Overcrowding, abuse 
and neglect were all cited.  APCTO communicated its message of treatment, education 
and rehabilitation for juveniles and opined that it was important to invest the funds 
necessary to provide juveniles with the support they need to turn their lives around.

  

Daytona Beach New-Journal – July 28 – This article, based on a report from the 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency, discussed the need for gender-based 
juvenile programming in Florida.  APCTO supported the concept of providing quality 
behavioral and mental health assessment at intake and the development of individual 
treatment and education plans which take into account the gender of the juvenile.  The 
Association also pointed out the public-private partnerships where one way in which 
theses services could be provided.

  

This Magazine (Ontario, Canada) – July 29 – This Canadian magazine blamed the 
U.S. private prison industry, the Bush Administration and the current conservative 
government in Canada for a move to increase the sentences for Canadian offenders.  This 
was seen as a move to increase the likelihood of public-private correctional partnerships.  
The article then went on to inaccurately describe the situation surrounding the contract 
termination of the CNCC facility operated in Canada by MTC.  APCTO took strong issue 
with the suggestion of private providers trying to lobby for harsher sentences, indicating 
that such an issue should be left to the Canadian public and their elected representatives.  



The Association then articulated the truth surrounding MTC’s operation of CNCC and, 
using our key messages, articulated the benefits of such partnerships.

  
The Indianapolis Star – July 30 – The Sunday paper ran a collection of three major 
essays on essential elements of quality juvenile justice programs.   In our comment on the 
article, APCTO supported the principal of continued confidentiality of juvenile records.  
APCTO also gave strong support to a policy of “zero tolerance” towards staff abuse of 
juveniles and recommended private providers with strong performance-based contracts as 
a source of care and custody for juvenile offenders.

             


