CCA Nevada Southern Warden named Commissioner of Department of Corrections in Maine 

Pahrump, NV – Warden Joe Ponte of CCA's Nevada Southern Detention Center has been tapped by Governor Paul LePage of Maine to become the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Corrections, according to a public announcement in Maine today. 

"CCA is very proud of this significant career achievement for warden Ponte. We sincerely thank him for his five years of service with CCA and wish him the best of success in his new career path," said Steve Conry, CCA vice president, Operations. "Joe has served in corrections for over 40 years and is one of the most experienced and accomplished wardens in CCA and, likely, in the country. His distinguished career includes a wealth of experience in both public and partnership corrections." 

CCA has not yet named warden Ponte's replacement at Nevada Southern, but the company is actively engaged in this process and anticipates announcing the facility's new warden in upcoming weeks. Ponte will remain in Pahrump until his Senate confirmation, which is expected to occur by mid-February. The current facility leadership team, led by Ponte and assistant warden Dan Prado and chief of security LeeAnn Archuleta, remain in command of the 1,072 bed federal detention center, which CCA owns and operates on behalf of the United States Marshals Service. 

"Since being appointed warden at Nevada Southern in April 2010, I have been extremely proud to be affiliated with the community of Nye County and am grateful for the generous welcome I received," said Joe Ponte. "We have achieved a very successful start-up of this new, modern institution due to the quality of the more than 200 staff which were hired locally or transferred from within CCA. I am impressed by their talents and dedication and know they will continue to serve with the highest level of regard to the safe, humane treatment of the detainee population, and will continue to be good stewards in Pahrump." 

Ponte said his appointment as a state director of corrections is one that he has aspired to attain for his entire career. Many of his family members reside in Massachusetts, so he is excited to soon be closer to those relatives. 

Ponte spent the past year managing the start-up of CCA's newest facility, the Nevada Southern Detention Center. He joined CCA in 2006 as a warden, following 37 years of corrections experience, including service as assistant deputy commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Corrections, assistant director of the Rhode Island Department of Corrections, regional manager at Cornell Corrections, director of Union County Jail in New Jersey, administrator of prisons at the Idaho Department of Corrections and director of Shelby County Jail in Memphis, Tenn. He spent five years in the U.S. Marine Corps. 

