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APCTO welcomes ISI Detention Contracting Group – APCTO is pleased to 
welcome ISI Detention Contracting Group to associate membership. ISI designs, 
supplies, installs and offers architectural assistance for detention equipment and security 
electronics for correctional facilities throughout the United States.   

Colorado DOC to emphasize reduction in recidivism, but still sees 
growth in prisons – The director of the Department of Corrections, Ari Zavaras, is 
aiming to reduce recidivism.  

Zavaras, who took over DOC last month, said corrections could reduce the cost of 
operation by $5 million in three to five years as programs help prevent inmates from 
returning to prison.  He also indicated that he plans to move ahead with construction of 
Colorado State Penitentiary II and two proposed private prisons. 

"We will invest in getting programs back that can slow (inmate population) growth down. 
In corrections, it's insanity to think that without addressing anger control or substance 
abuse issues that we can put inmates back on the street and they will act any differently 
than they did before," Zavaras said. 

Poll shows that private prisons are welcome in Peru – According to a poll 
conducted by the University of Lima, the majority of people in Peru’s metropolitan area 
are in favor of developing private detention facilities.  More than 52 percent of 
respondents in Lima and Callao agree with the government handing over the country’s 
prisons to private enterprises. 

On Feb. 2, Peruvian Prime Minister Jorge Del Castillo said collaborating with the private 
sector in order to build new prisons would be "an excellent alternative", and added: "We 
need to move forward with this idea and incorporate the presence of private industry." 

On Feb. 15, Peru’s National Council for Penitentiaries (INPE) declared a state of 
emergency due to overcrowded prisons in two cities.  

California inmate transfers on hold … again – A state district court judge has 
ruled in favor of two unions representing corrections officers and ordered the transfer of 
inmates to out of state prisons stopped.  Governor Swartzenegger used his executive 
power to order the transfers, initially on a voluntary basis, but last month on a non-
voluntary basis, to reduce overcrowding.  The judge indicated that the state constitutional 
provision which precludes private performance of functions which can be performed by 
state employees precludes the use of out of state private prisons.  The Governor has 
indicated that he will appeal the ruling. 



Pennsylvania to see largest prison expansion in years – Governor Rendell 
and state corrections officials see the need for an additional 2,000 beds in the future. The 
number of inmates in state prisons is expected to increase 15 percent, from 44,365 last 
December to 51,000 in 2011. The population growth is attributed to mandatory 
sentencing laws, ex-inmates serving sentences for new crimes and drug offenders.  
Pennsylvania statutes do not permit private prisons.  

Indiana to test GPS tracking system for sex offenders -- State officials are 
testing a new Global Positioning System intended to monitor sex offenders and violent 
offenders who are on parole. 

A year-long pilot program will be pursued before deciding whether to use the new 
technology to monitor all of Indiana's sex offenders and violent offenders on parole. 

New GPS technology can track an offender's every move and can alert the offender if he 
or she enters an "exclusion zone." The zones could surround a local park or a victim's 
home, work or school. 

Arizona DOC submits bid to manage new state bed-space – The Arizona 
Department of Corrections has submitted a bid in competition with APCTO members, 
The GEO Group and Management and Training Corporation, as well as Corrections 
Corporation of America, for all or part of 3,000 new beds.  The Governor, who opposes 
private prisons, insisted that the Legislature, which supports privatization, give the DOC 
the opportunity to compete.  

Joint task force on corrections proposed in Oklahoma – An Oklahoma state 
senator has proposed creation of a joint task force to review the state’s jails and prisons.  
Concerns include the need for additional bed-space and the trend for Oklahoma’s private 
prisons to be used to house inmates from other jurisdictions.  According to media reports, 
the task force will focus on ensuring that the state’s prison system is fully funded, 
meeting performance standards and provides adequate bed-space for state inmates.  

National Institute of Justice to hold conference on GPS – The 
following was provided by the National Institute of Justice. 

Optimizing Data Generated by GPS Tracking of Offenders

 

A Special Session at the Crime Mapping Research Conference  
Friday March 30, 2007  

Tracking offenders using GPS is increasing. Corrections professionals already know 
the benefits. Now some law enforcement agencies are learning to capitalize on 
corrections department data from GPS. 

One of the major events at the Crime Mapping Research Conference is devoted to 



finding ways to maximize GPS by linking it to crime analysis and mapping to 
prevent, investigate, and solve crime. Panelists who are in the forefront of the GPS 
trend will discuss ways they use it to make their communities safer by, for example, 
noting patterns that may be precursors to criminal activity.  

Moderator: Joe Russo, Program Manager, at the National Law Enforcement and 
Corrections Technology Center.  

Panelists:    

Marc Renzema - Kutztown University    
Kurt Smith - Redlands Police Department    
Terry Sterling - Pinellas County Sheriff's Office    
Dan Stone - California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation  

Related panels and a workshop on this topic include:    

Sex Offenders    
Corrections    
Probation    
Parole  

Conference on technology in community corrections set -- The conference 
explores practical applications of innovative technologies for community corrections, as 
well as technologies not yet available, but on the horizon. The educational workshops are 
organized into four tracks (Electronic Monitoring, Drug and Alcohol Testing, 
Information Technology and Management Issues), which will provide attendees with 
current data on how technology is and can be used to enhance mission performance. 

For more information go to: https://www.kinsleyassociates.com/NLECTC/reg.asp. 

Texas expanding use of faith-based programs in prisons – According to the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice pods in four state prisons will soon be converted 
into faith-based rehabilitation centers as part of an expansion that will eventually double 
the number of such programs.  When complete, Texas' prisons will have one of the 
largest faith-based programs in the nation. 

Little Hoover Commission issues new report critical of the California 
corrections system -- After receiving testimony, soliciting input from its advisory 
panel and holding public hearings on the state’s prison crisis, the Little Hoover 
Commission has completed its latest report on California’s corrections system. The report 
is highly critical of the current system.   Additional information and a copy of the report 
can be downloaded from the Little Hoover Commission Web site at 
http://www.lhc.ca.gov.   

https://www.kinsleyassociates.com/NLECTC/reg.asp
http://www.lhc.ca.gov


Oklahoma adds faith-based programs – Joining a growing list of states, 
Oklahoma has added voluntary, faith-based programs at two of its prisons.  The pilot 
programs will accommodate 360 inmates and last one year.  One male and one female 
facility will participate in the project. 

Alabama extends prison health care contract – Commissioner Richard Allen 
has announced a one-year extension of a three-year contract with a private operator to 
provide health care services at the state’s prisons.  The extension is valued at $56 million. 

Study finds specialized treatment for juvenile sex offenders is 
unnecessary – According to a new study from the University of Missouri-Columbia, 
juvenile sex offenders often are provided specialized treatment aimed at remedying their 
problem; however, research suggests such offenders are very likely no different than 
other serious offenders in the juvenile justice system; nor do they require special 
treatment, which is generally too narrow in scope and delivered in institutional settings.  
The full study was published in the January 20th issue of the Journal of Abnormal Child 
Psychology.  A copy of the press release on this study is located in the research section of 
the APCTO web site at www.apcto.org. 

Wyoming council issues annual report on juvenile justice – Citing the fact 
that Wyoming is the only state not in compliance with the federal Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act, the Wyoming Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice urged 
the state to keep juveniles out of the adult corrections system and address the high 
number of minorities in the system, according to a new state report.  See the report at 
http://www.wyjuvenilejustice.com/PDF/2006%20Annual%20report%20(2).pdf. 

Kansas juvenile justice commissioner named – Governor Sebelius has 
announced that J. Russell Jennings is her choice as Commissioner of the state’s juvenile 
justice authority.  Jennings served as a Kearny County Deputy Sheriff and director of the 
Southwest Regional Juvenile Detention Center during his 30-year career in law 
enforcement.   

Jennings says his first priority will be to review how the current system operates. He 
believes how community programs receive funding is one area that needs study. He also 
says education needs to be a priority. He says the system is too often reactive rather than 
proactive and more needs to be done to keep kids from turning to crime in the first place. 

Tennessee AG issues opinion on coming prison RFP – The Tennessee 
Attorney General has issued an opinion regarding the inclusion of a “maximum price” in 
a request for proposal being prepared by the Department of Corrections to rebid the 
contract at the South Central Correctional facility.   

The opinion reads in part, “The RFP and contract contain objective performance 
criteria and cost criteria to measure the level and quality of services as required by 
TENN. CODE ANN. Sect. 41-24-104(c)(2). The statute requires that the cost of the 
private operation and the cost to the state to monitor the private operation is at least five 
percent (5%) less than the State's cost for essentially the same services.  

  This Office has reviewed the applicable statutes for private prison contracting with 
the procurement statute, TENN. CODE ANN. Sect. 12-4-109, and determined that the 

http://www.apcto.org
http://www.wyjuvenilejustice.com/PDF/2006%20Annual%20report%20


contract maximum price stated in Section 3.3.6 of the proposed RFP should be included 
in the RFP. The cost figure is the basis for the evaluation, and evaluation criteria should 
be included in RFPs. See TENN. CODE ANN. Sect. 12-4-109(a)(1)(A). Moreover, the 
information is readily available as a public record. This Office, therefore, recommends 
that this cost figure be included in the RFP based upon RFP statutory requirements.”  

Indiana re-entry remains under DOC control after competition – 
Employee groups in Indiana won the right to continue to operate re-entry facilities after 
beating three private companies that also responded to an RFP.  The governor estimates 
that the new agreement with the employee groups will save the state $750,000 per year. 

The GEO Group wins 175-bed contract – APCTO member, The GEO Group, 
has signed a contract with the Florida Department of Children and Families for the 
management of the 175-bed Treasure Coast Forensic Treatment Center.  The award, 
which has a base term of five years and one five-year option, will be operated by the 
GEO subsidiary, GEO Care.  

Governor Strickland retains OH prisons chief – Ohio Governor Ted 
Strickland has announced that Terry Collins will remain as the director of the Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction.  Collins, a former warden, was appointed by former 
governor Bob Taft.  

Hawaii gets new deputy director – Jean M. Ireton has been named to the post of 
deputy director of corrections in the Hawaii Department of Public Safety. Ireton, who is a 
lawyer, will oversee Hawaii’s four prisons and four community correctional facilities.    


